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A BILL TO AMEND AND EXTEND §939.616 OF 

WISCONSIN STATE LEGISLATURE, MANDATORY 

MINIMUM SENTENCE FOR CHILD SEX OFFENSES, AND 

CREATE §967.056 OF WISCONSIN STATE LEGISLATURE, 
PROSECUTION OF OFFENSES; CHILD SEX OFFENSES. 

 
 
 
The purpose of this proposed Bill is to amend §939.616(2) to include §948.02(1)(e) and increase 
the imposed bifurcated sentence from at least 5 years to at least 15 years. It is also the purpose of 
this proposed Bill to extend §939.616 to include four new subsections, which are §§939.616(4), 
(5), (6), and (7), to provide a uniform minimum sentence for sex crimes against children that 
otherwise does not exist. And finally, it is the purpose of this proposed Bill to create a new 
§967.056, Prosecution of Offenses; Child Sex Offenses, to create a more uniform manner in which 
our State prosecutes and charges the sexual assault of children by adults. The new §967.056 reads 
much like §967.055, because sex offenses against children should be taken at least as seriously as 
drunk driving offenses. 
 
 1. That §939.616, Mandatory Minimum Sentence for Child Sex Offenses, be amended 

to change the following from: 
 

 
 
939.616 MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCE FOR CHILD SEX OFFENSES.  
 

… 
 
 
 (2) If a person is convicted of a violation of s. 948.02 (1) (d) or 948.025 (1) (c), 

the court shall impose a bifurcated sentence under s. 973.01. The term of 
confinement in prison portion of the bifurcated sentence shall be at least 5 
years. Otherwise the penalties for the crime apply, subject to any applicable 
penalty enhancement.   

 
 
 
 to read as follows: 
 
 
 

939.616 MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCE FOR CHILD SEX OFFENSES.  
 

… 
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  (2) If a person is convicted of a violation of s. 948.02 (1) (d), 948.02 (1) (e) or 
948.025 (1) (c), the court shall impose a bifurcated sentence under s. 973.01. 
The term of confinement in prison portion of the bifurcated sentence shall 
be at least 15 years. Otherwise the penalties for the crime apply, subject to 
any applicable penalty enhancement. 

 
 
 
 2. That §939.616, Mandatory Minimum Sentence for Child Sex Offenses, be changed to 

include the following new subsections:  
 
 
 

939.616 MANDATORY MINIMUM SENTENCE FOR CHILD SEX OFFENSES.  
 

… 
 
 

  (4) If a person is convicted of a violation of s. 948.02 (2) , 948.025 (1) (d), or 
948.025 (1) (e), the court shall impose a bifurcated sentence under s. 973.01. 
The term of confinement in prison portion of the bifurcated sentence shall 
be at least 10 years. Otherwise the penalties for the crime apply, subject to 
any applicable penalty enhancement. 

 
 
  (5) If a person is convicted of a violation of s. 948.06(1), 948.06(1m), or 

948.06(2), the court shall impose a bifurcated sentence under s. 973.01. The 
term of confinement in prison portion of the bifurcated sentence shall be at 
least 15 years. Otherwise the penalties for the crime apply, subject to any 
applicable penalty enhancement. 

 
  (6) If a person is convicted of a violation of s. 948.07, or 948.08, the court shall 

impose a bifurcated sentence under s. 973.01. The term of confinement in 
prison portion of the bifurcated sentence shall be at least 8 years. Otherwise 
the penalties for the crime apply, subject to any applicable penalty 
enhancement. 

 
  (7) If a person is convicted of a violation of s. 948.085, the court shall impose 

a bifurcated sentence under s. 973.01. The term of confinement in prison 
portion of the bifurcated sentence shall be at least 10 years. Otherwise the 
penalties for the crime apply, subject to any applicable penalty 
enhancement. 
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 3. That §967.056, Prosecution of offenses; Child Sex Offenses, be created and include the 
following subsections:  

 
 
 

967.056 PROSECUTION OF OFFENSES; CHILD SEX OFFENSES.  
 

(1) INTENT. 
   
 (a) The legislature intends to encourage the vigorous prosecution of 

offenses concerning child sex offenses, as defined in s. 948.02, 948.025, 
948.04, 948.05, 948.051, 948.055, 948.06, 948.07, 948.075, 948.08, 
948.081, 948.085, 948.09, 948.095, 948.10, 948.11, 948.12, 948.13, and 
948.14. 

 
(2) DISMISSING OR AMENDING CHARGE.  
 
 (a) Notwithstanding s. 971.29, if the prosecutor seeks to dismiss or amend 

a charge under s. 948.02, 948.025, 948.04, 948.05, 948.051, 948.055, 
948.06, 948.07, 948.075, 948.08, 948.081, 948.085, 948.09, 948.095, 
948.10, 948.11, 948.12, 948.13, or 948.14, the prosecutor shall apply to 
the court. The application shall state the reasons for the proposed 
amendment or dismissal. The court may approve the application only if 
the court finds that the proposed amendment or dismissal is consistent 
with the public's interest in deterring child sex offenses. The court may 
not approve an application to amend a child sex offense to an offense 
that is not a child sex offense. 

 
 
(3) NO DEFERRED PROSECUTION. A prosecutor may not place a person in a 

deferred prosecution program if the person is accused of or charged with s. 
948.02, 948.025, 948.04, 948.05, 948.051, 948.055, 948.06, 948.07, 
948.075, 948.08, 948.081, 948.085, 948.09, 948.095, 948.10, 948.11, 
948.12, 948.13, and 948.14. 

 
 


